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McGook/Reynolds Metals Co. 

ILD005180070 

Reynolds Metals which i s loca ted in the V i l l a g e of McCook, I l l i n o i s , 

i s engaged in hot and co ld r o l l i n g o f a l l o y e d aluminum i n t o shee t , 

p l a t e , and c o i l . The Defense P lan t Corpora t ion cons t ruc ted the 

present f a c i l i t y that Reynolds Metals leased and eventual ly pur

chased. The quarry u t i l i zed for waste disposal is on the adjacent 

property and i t is owned by Vulcan Materials Corporation. Presently, 

the adjacent property which includes the quarry is subleased to 

Material Service Corporation. 

Reynolds Metals produces wastewater sludge which was deposited in the 

quarry from 1966 to 1978. Additional wastes deposited include con

s t ruc t ion wastes and an unknown amount of paint wastes. Disposal of 

a l l wastes ceased in 1982. A c t i v i t y at the quarry is prohibi ted at 

present. 

The s i te was o r i g i n a l l y iden t i f i ed by the lEPA in the form of a 

Preliminary Assessment submitted to the U.S. EPA. Moreover, the 

i n i t i a l no t i f i ca t i on of hazardous waste required by Section 103(c) of 

the CERCLA was f i l e d during June 1981. 
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On May 12, 1987, Ecology and Environment interviewed representatives 

from Reynolds Metals and Material Service Corporation. Information 

on past and present operations/activities was gathered at this time. 

The site inspection which followed involved obtaining site photo

graphs and making visual observations. No samples were collected at 

this time. 

Potential groundwater contamination exists due to surface runoff 

directed down a ramp to the top of the fill surface and then east and 

west to the bottom of the quarry (Figure 1). Ecology and Environ

ment FIT observed graveled soil piles which only partially encircled 

the perimeter, representing an incomplete surface water diversion 

system. Moreover, standing water is common in the east and west ends 

of the quarry. The quarry does not contain a liner and/or leachate 

collection system. Presently, the old landfill is covered with 

grasses and aspen saplings, indicating no signs of stressed 

vegetation. 

The quarry, as part of the Material Services Corporation property, is 

entirely fenced with locked gates. The area is also under 24-hour 

surveillance. 
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